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Abstract 
In its XXI century’s report to UNESCO, upon completing its mission, The International Commission for Education in , stated the 
following conviction: education needs to play a fundamental role in the development of individuals and the society, even though 
it is not seen as a magic cure or formula which can open the doors towards a world in which all ideals can be achieved; education 
is seen as one of the principal means available to cultivate a form of deeper and more harmonious human development, reducing 
poverty, social exclusion, ignorance, oppression and war. In this context, we consider necessary to spiritualize contemporary 
education as a complex, through a profound and wide opening process and as a mean for reconstruction of fundamental function 
of human communities. The solution we propose,  Education for life fulfilment – an educational model  which characteristics will 
be presented in this paper. “We can create a system which supports the values of life fulfilment”, said Marshall B. Rosenberg; a 
system in which all of us have the chance to do what we like best; and to make life better  for ourselves and for the others; to 
satisfy both our and others personal needs. If future generations will be educated this way, they will be capable to create families, 
jobs and governments which serve life. 
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1. The Current Crisis and Education 
The Great Recession, as the current economic and financial impasse is called, has affected more people than 
any other crisis since the Great Depression. Millions of people in America and all around the world have lost their 
homes and jobs and battle of ideas and policies on what should be the form of capitalist system has been triggered.  
The current mechanism has failed and we can fix it only through careful the examination of fundamental economic 
theories that have brought us to this “capitalism of speculative bubbles”, mentioned Nobel Laureate for Economics 
Joseph E. Stiglitz. I believe that this crisis revealed the sickness of the current economic system but also many other 
defects of our economic and social life. Also, this crisis has to be an important moment of reflection and analysis 
which should lead to  a different economy, to a different society which helps us to fulfil our lives.  
The current economic and financial crisis may be the beginning of a crisis that includes all spheres of human 
activities: family, education, science, health, arts, ecology, all other socio-economic activities. The question raised is 
if a global solution will appear in order to change our attitude towards the purpose of our existence on planet Earth. 
The manifestations of global interconnectivities which we live in and the fact that we depend on others, entitles me 
to say that we are not ready to solve the global problems that aroused. Instead of sitting at the negotiations table to 
find the most adequate and peaceful solutions, we continue to arm ourselves and I wonder until when. The armies of 
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many countries are always on alert, moving and placing themselves in strategic positions ready for war. Did 
mankind not learn anything from the World War II?  What is the purpose of education in this case, if we continue to 
arm ourselves, to prepare for wars which kill us? This is the level that mankind achieved in the 21st century?  Sure, 
the economic, financial and political solutions are very important, but it is also clear that a new educational system 
with new educational solutions is required.             
People easily lose sight of something very simple, namely money which is a creation of human mind, a 
theoretical construction, a convention, a general equivalent of economic goods. What needs to be changed is the 
education on the perception of money. This would imply a real revolution in public education, in the educational 
systems that acquire and transfer the heritage of knowledge of previous generations with the knowledge of the actual 
generations. (Emilian M., Dobrescu, Tiberiu Liviu Popescu, 2010, pg. 122). 
As a result of the crisis, the economic science (both theory and practice materialized through politics) will 
certainly change, as much as the economy will do. Economy, as such a theoretical and practical experience of 
wealth creation, comes out from the political power, including states, and it acts like an inter-subjective dimension 
of human nature (by harmonizing itself) . For the high-performing economies, the state had a significant role in 
promoting development through market mechanisms. Some aspects of this role were: the regulation of banks, 
pollution control, providing education and even research. However, I believe that the state should have a different 
role to play: it must not only interfere with the exploitation of individual irrationality, but to help individuals to 
make better decisions. 
The incorrect economic theories led to unfair methods of action, however, those who were partisans of these 
approaches believed that they would bring good results. The methods did not only bring the East Asian crisis a 
decade ago, but they also exacerbated the depth and duration, leaving behind weaker economies and mountains of 
debt. (Joseph E. Stiglitz, 2010). As the current crisis soon spread from the United States throughout the world, there 
was a need to outline a reaction, a coordinated global reaction, however, each country followed its own good.  
International institutions in charge of maintaining the stability of the global economic system failed to prevent the 
crisis. They were to fail again as they did not have the capacity to organize the necessary coordinated reaction.  
Economic globalization increased the interdependence of the world’s countries and the imperative need to take 
concrete actions and to work together. (Joseph E. Stiglitz). 
Genuine democracy means to participate to public life with the responsibility of each individual, but how 
can we learn to live in a “global village” if we fail to live in the communities that we naturally belong to – nation, 
city, village, ward (J. Delors, pg. 11) and I would add here the family, which is the most important form of human 
organization.  
Education, with the current meaning, “makes us part of a system that we do not understand and which 
unifies us in thinking and behaviour more than I thought” said Andrei Hrebenciuc in his book “Illusions” (Ed. 
Corint, 2010). The same author says: “obviously today learning prevails more than true understanding, if not 
memory substitute intelligence in the conventional conception of the current educational system”. As the same 
author mentions, we continue to accumulate different terms without processing or understanding them; in this era 
we have a dictatorship of quantity at the expense of quality. We are not used to reason in society, we are only 
instructed to create our own universe, based on an individual set of rules influenced by each person’s intellectual 
and educational level. Achieving a high level of education guarantees partly a more accurate understanding of our 
environment, but unfortunately it does not guarantee the success in the capitalist society. School still represents a 
challenge only to the extent that prepares us to access the labour market, but the ultimate goal of learning is not that 
narrow. Indeed,” we will become perfect technocrats, prepared to contribute at a company’s rate of profit, but we 
will never sense the direction in which the society goes”. (Andrei Hrebenciuc, 2010). 
In this case, education should always be adapted to all the changes in the labour market without remaining 
stuck in the past; education should be seen as a continuous process of training the individual for life fulfilment, by 
increasing the level of knowledge, skills, critical thinking, creative intelligence and the ability to act under risk and 
incertitude. Education should help the individual to develop self-awareness, openness to issues of environment and 
to allow him to understand and play a role both in the community and at work.  (J. Delors, 2000, pg. 14). I believe 
that being part of a “Learning Society”, as proposed by the International Commission for Education in XXI century, 
can  only start with a new approach in which the basic education the education from the first years of school is 
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crucial as it should  awaken  the creative capacities, stimulate pleasure and desire for learning, by stimulating 
intellectual curiosities, the commission imagining a society in which, each individual is both student and teacher. 
 
2. Education for Life Fulfillment 
 
Our society needs a new way of thinking with respect to what means to be an educated person. Establishing a 
new educational model -Education for Life fulfilment - is not very simple; changing the traditional system that often 
limits the mind, the heart and the spirit as opposed to open them by modelling uncaring and violent behaviours 
requires cooperation between all the organizations that are in the service of life. Education for Life Fulfilment had to 
provide educational opportunities that can help students to enrich both their lives and the lives of those around them, 
and to help students to make life more beautiful for themselves and others, to show them how to satisfy their 
personal needs and the personal needs of others. If future generations can be educated in the spirit of these 
principles, they will be able to create organizations, families, jobs and governments in the service of life. Therefore, 
the source of energy that feeds us fight pot enjoying living life is society can be found in the education for life. 
In B. Rosenberg Marshall’s view, an Education for life should be primarily focused on human needs, creating a 
better life for us and for those around us. The opposite of this type of education would be education through 
domination.  The organizations in the service of life are characterized by fairness and equity in distributing resources 
and privileges. People who are in leadership positions serve their constituents they do not try to control them. The 
nature of laws, rules and regulations are established by consensus, understood and willingly followed.  
Organizations in the service of life, whether they are families, schools, businesses or governments, value the welfare 
of each member of their community or organization and support the creation of links designed to improve lifestyle 
and the relations among group members. Our purpose in such a structure is not to get something over the others, but 
to express our needs without condemning others’ needs and also to listen with respect what are the needs of others. 
In B. Rosenberg Marshall’s view a healthy education for life fulfilment contributes to: the development of own 
capacity for expression in a manner that supports education for the enrichment of life; to the development of the 
necessary skills in order to have an empathic relationship with others; identifying ways to make a partnership for 
enriching the life between students, teachers, principals and parents; finding ways to create an educational 
community in which people contribute to the learning process and everybody’s welfare; finding and implementing 
means to maintain order and safety in schools. 
Another perspective on education is presented by Samael Aun Weor in his book “Basic Education”. False 
education only deals with intellectual enrichment and which can be achieved by everyone. It is obvious that with 
money anyone can buy books. However, we do not speak against intellectual culture. we stand only against 
excessive desire to acquire mind knowledge. False intellectual education offers only subtle false pretences to escape 
ourselves. From Intellectualism without Spirituality result Charlatans who lead humanity to chaos and destruction. 
In “Spiritualization – Learning to be Human”, the authors Constantin Popescu and Alexandru Tasnadi mention: 
The road to knowledge means intelligent human self-governing. Indeed, intelligent human self –governing needs to 
be helped by the science to solve one of the most important problems of human life”: human knowledge. 
Throughout this complex, by an indefinite depth, there can be a chance to discover in each of us those inherent 
inclinations for activities and things that bring us the greatest satisfactions and where our talent and skills are in a 
comfort zone - a place where we can find fulfilment of meaning for our lives lived in society.” Spiritualization of the 
entire educational system represents in the authors’ vision, the biggest social responsibility for communities 
regarding the fulfilment of human life. 
Spiritualization is, in the authors design, a complex process of renewal of civilizations, based on new values 
that manifest at large intervals of time precisely because “the hereditary background of a breed is its most stable 
element”. In the centre of this spiritualization is the interaction of three fundamental processes: to learn how to wean 
things and opposite behaviours, to learn to rebuild based on the win-win principle for men, environment, 
communities and organizations through a institutional spiritualization, which in its hard nucleus has the 
responsibility through creativity, spirit, community and health care for all living and to learn to hope to a better 
future. 
 
3. Conclusions  
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Many of us realize and agree that a fundamental change in education is necessary and the fact that the big 
majority of the current education systems fail to prepare children for the unprecedented challenges of the XXI 
century is a reality. We consider that we need a real reform in education whose main objective should be the 
enrichment for life lived in society, broadening the horizon of our souls and our minds, the development of 
fundamental human qualities: kindness, compassion, honesty, and trust. It is frightening the way in which humanity 
is using to response to the economic and financial crisis. In his book “About Education – the Art of Learning and the 
Value of Life”, Jiduu Krishnamurti says: As long as education will not cultivate an integrated vision of life, it will 
have only a small value. What is the value of the technical and industrial competences if we use them to destroy 
each other? What is the significance of our existence if it raises violence and sorrow? Our current education systems 
are involved in industrialization and war. Their goal is efficiency. There is an efficiency based on love, which goes 
far beyond and which is much stronger than ambition efficiency. Without love, which brings an integrated and full 
life understanding, efficiency leads to brutality. And if education leads to war, if we learn to destroy or to be 
destroyed doesn’t that mean that it is in bankruptcy? The material progress is amazing; however, it has done nothing 
but to increase our power to destroy each other while there is hunger and misery in all corners of the world: 
humanity is not a peaceful and happy species. 
Education for life fulfilment is meant to teach people to live a sense of social communion, to help people to 
learn throughout life, to make them understand the culture of changing from the inside to outside, to help individuals 
to know themselves in order to be able to intelligently govern themselves for a better life, a full one. 
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